
POLITICAL EVENTS THAT IMPACT THE PLOT AND CHARACTERS OF 

‘SOPHIATOWN’: 

• In 1948, the National Party came to power. The National Party was a white party that 

wanted to make forced racial segregation legal. In 1950, the first Group Areas Act was 

passed. It ordered that people of different races were not allowed to live together in the 

same residential areas. This did not happen in reality until several years later. During 

the 1950s, the white suburbs next to Sophiatown (Auckland Park and Westdene) grew 

bigger. Many white people demanded that the government make Sophiatown a white 

residential suburb. White people were the only people with a political voice and power 

at that time. The complaints of white residents helped put pressure on the government 

to enforce segregation in Sophiatown. 

• In 1953, the Bantu Education Act was passed. According to this act, there would 

be different schools and different curriculums for different races. The government 

mandated that black people would have an inferior education to white people. This 

was done to make sure there would be many uneducated black people to do unskilled 

labour. Black people were thus disempowered from being able to make a decent 

living, whilst white people benefitted from never having to do unskilled labour. In 

addition, not providing black people with an adequate education was an added form of 

oppression. 

• In 1954, the Natives Resettlement Act was passed. The government then forcibly 

moved people of different races to different areas. The black residents of Sophiatown 

were forced to move to three different areas in Soweto. One of these areas was 

Meadowlands. The people of Sophiatown tried to resist the forced removals. They 

wrote the slogan ‘Asihambi: Ons dak nie’ (We won’t go) on many walls throughout 

Sophiatown. In January 1955, the government announced that the 12th of February  



would be the date of the forced removals. The government expected resistance, so 

they started the removals three days early, which caught the residents unprepared. On 

the 9th of February, the police arrived at 4:00 am with Sten (submachine) guns, rifles 

and knobkierries to force people out of their houses. Then bulldozers knocked houses 

down. The police packed black residents’ belongings onto army trucks and took them 

to Meadowlands. The houses and the buildings were demolished. A suburb for whites, 

called Triomf, (Afrikaans for ‘triumph’) was built in its place. 

 


